
Palisade High School  

Welcome to December- how time is flying!  

In conversations with some of our seniors, I’ve noticed a shift.  When the kids 

start their senior year, they often say something like, “Finally, it’s my senior 

year. I can’t wait to graduate!” About this time in the school year, it begins to 

sound more like, “I am not sure about next year. I am starting to get scared.” 

This shift happens every year.   

Many students still have not finalized their plans for next year, asking them-

selves: Am I going to be ready for college? If so, what college? How am I going 

to pay for it? How do I fill out financial aid? Do I take a year off? Is the military 

for me? And so on. Well, there is no one answer to any of those questions; 

however, what I can tell you is that almost every senior is feeling some stress 

over life-after-high-school plans.  Our counseling staff and College to Career 

liaison have been working hard for our seniors to help them prepare for their 

future and they are available to you if you have questions on how to help your 

student through this last phase of their high school career.  Always check the 

counseling section in this Newsletter for dates about upcoming events for stu-

dents and parents. Our counselors are a valuable resource to your student and 

you. 

In recent editions of the newsletter, I have written about the accidental dimin-

ishing traits described in Liz Wiseman’s book, The Multiplier Effect: Tapping the 

Genius Inside Our Schools. Those traits may appear in us as leaders and as par-

ents, too. Perhaps we’ve unintentionally operated as “the idea guy” or “the 

rescuer” or the “always on.” While these characteristics are positive in inten-

tion, the idea guy might stifle your students’ thinking.  The ‘rescuer’ could cre-

ate dependency on you as a parent to such an extent students might not learn 

to work through their own issues and persevere in times of struggle. The 

‘always on’ person may exhaust others and eventually their colleagues and stu-

dents start to tune them out or avoid interacting.  The ‘pacesetter’ will set the 

standard and hope the child will simply follow only to be left watching the 

adult do all the work. 
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   A Message From Principal Dan Bollinger  IMPORTANT DATES 
 

December  1st  
Saturday School  
8AM to 11AM in 174 DR  
 
 

December 4th  
Community Advisory Council 
meeting at 6:00 PM in the 
library 
 
 

December 15th  
Saturday School  
8AM to 11AM in 174 DR   

December 17th  
Teacher In-Service  
No school for students  
 
 

December 18th-21st  
FINALS WEEK  
 

Tuesday: Finals 5th & 7th block 

Wednesday: Finals 6th & 8th block 

Thursday: Finals 1st & 3rd block—Half 
day for students if they don’t have D’s or 
F’s; if they do they are required to stay 
for office hours during that time  
 
Friday: Finals 2nd & 4th block—Half 
day with optional office hours if students 
would like extra support from teachers  
 
 

December 21st  
End of 2nd Quarter  
 
 
 

Winter Break  
December 22nd—January 
8th  

December 2018 
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In this month’s edition I will focus on “Rapid Responder.” As parents we tend to respond quickly to 

our children needs.  Often student ask questions looking for a quick response and solution from their 

parents.  The problem with this is that you make the decisions for your children, keeping them from 

making decisions and having to own the results.  You cannot do this for the rest of their lives, so be 

slow to respond and allow them to make decisions.  According to Wiseman, “These leaders move 

fast, but the people around them tend to move slow” (140). 

 

Believe it or not, we have already started planning for next year with our master schedule and other 

exciting adventures that may lay ahead. I am anxious to begin my collaboration with our senior class 

leaders as we plan baccalaureate and graduation.  Working alongside this group of kids is a real joy 

for me and one of the perks of being the principal.   

As Winter Break is upon us, I hope the holidays find you in the company of family  

and good friends.  I look forward to seeing you in the New Year! 

Dan 
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Counselor’s Corner 
SPRING CMU CONCURRENT CLASSES 

Students interested in taking CMU courses in the Spring should see their counselor to check on class availa-
bility and scheduling.    In order to take college courses, students must meet the following requirements:  

College courses must align with the student’s ICAP (Individual Career and College Plan as noted in 
Naviance). 

The student must have exhausted all the course offerings at PHS in the given academic area. 

Students must have at least a 3.0 GPA and an English SAT score of at least 470 (for CMU English 
courses) and at least a 500 in math (for all CMU math classes). 

ALL STUDENTS 

Log on to your Naviance account to make sure that your current email and phone number listings are cor-
rect.  Check your Naviance account regularly for information on upcoming college visits.  If you add colleges 
you are thinking about to your Naviance list, you will get an automatic invitation to meet with that college’s 
rep when/if they visit PHS.  If your email is up-to-date, you will receive several notifications throughout the 
year about scholarships and college information. 

To get started, go to the PHS home page at http://phs.mesa.k12.co.us/. Click on the counseling tab then go 
to “Naviance Student” at the bottom.  Students:  Use your Student Vue username and password to log 
on.  Parents who want to be added to their students account can have one set up by emailing Mar-
yJane.Seriani@d51schools.org.  

  

Colorado Leadership Seminar (HOBY) 

The HOBY Colorado Leadership Seminar's goal is to provide sophomores from Colorado high schools with the 
opportunity to improve their leadership skills through education, understanding and individual responsibil-
ity.  

The 2019 seminar will be held at the University of Denver from June 20th through June 23rd! 

If you are interested in nominating your student for this experience, please email Ms. Borgmann in the coun-
seling office. Lisa.Borgmann@d51schools.org For more information, see the HOBY website at http://
www.hobycolorado.org/ 

 

http://phs.mesa.k12.co.us/
http://www.hobycolorado.org/
http://www.hobycolorado.org/
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ICAP Day-Wednesday, January 16 2019  

Our ICAP day is all about helping students focus on their future and life beyond high school.  The following 
activities will take place from 7:25-11:30. All students will have their regular afternoon classes. 

Freshmen & Pre-IB Sophomores Career Day-Students will select four sessions of interest where they will 
hear from a professional in those fields 

Sophomores WCCC Tour-Students will be bussed to WCCC where they will check-out 
the high school programs available to them as juniors.  Students will 
receive applications for the Tech Scholars program as well. 

Juniors Practice SAT Test-Juniors will take a full length practice SAT test to help 
them prepare for the mandatory state SAT test in April. 

Seniors No Morning Classes-Students will report for their classes after lunch 

 

Staff Change in Counseling 

Our Bulldog family wishes Joey Wilson, counselor for students with the last names G-N, the best in her fu-
ture endeavors.  Joey is leaving Palisade at the end of first semester due to unforeseen circumstances.  We 
plan to have a replacement in place by the start of second semester. Do know PHS counselors have an open-
door policy, and we will continue meeting all students’ needs.  
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Club Meetings  

This month’s Booster Club  

meeting will be held on  

December 5th during the Din-

ing at Dos night. The meeting 

will begin at 6:00 p.m. at Dos 

Hombres. 

Dining at Dos 

The Dining at Dos nights occur on 

the first Wednesday of each month 

from 4-9 p.m. at the Dos Hombres 

Restaurant in Clifton. A portion of 

the receipt is donated to that 

months’ PHS organization at no  

extra cost to the customer.  

 

This month’s Dining at Dos will be on 

December 5th from 4-9 p.m. and it 

will benefit the PHS Girls  

Soccer team!  

PHS Booster Club  
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We are still accepting Senior Baby Ads until December 10th with a $10.00 late fee. 
The baby ads are one of the best parts of the yearbook and it is really fun for Seniors to 
open up their yearbook and see special notes and well-wishes from their families that they 
maybe didn’t know had been submitted.  

 

If you have any questions or need help putting a baby ad together for your student please 
call 254-4800 ext. 25242 or email Hannah Martinez at Hannah.Martinez@D51schools.org  

Yearbook Announcements… 

Buy your  

Yearbook Today!!! 

Yearbooks are on pre-sale 
right now for the price of   

$60.00, but this is only for  
a short period of time before 

prices go up! 

  

 

Prices will increase on December 21st to $75.00.  

So be sure to order yours today at the pre-sale 
price! 
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NEWS FROM... 

The PHS Library 

  

As the end of the semester nears, 

please look for any books that 

you may need to return.  

 

This will help you to avoid any 

late fees! 
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